
L a ke  o f  th e  I s l e s  L u th e r an  C h u r c h  
 

 Third Sunday in Lent  

March 4, 2018 
 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of 

the law to those God freed from slavery. The ten commandments are one of the chief parts of 

Luther’s catechism, a core piece of baptismal instruction. They begin with the statement that 

because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 

claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending 

the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our 

gods. 

 

 
Synagogue in Capernaum 

 

 

 
Inspired by Christ, 

living and growing in faith, 

we are a loving and open community 

of worship, witness, and service in God’s world. 



 2 

 
 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to 

Worship 
Please stand as 

you are able. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering 

Hymn 
 

Apostolic 

Greeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Gathering  
Following the call of God’s Spirit, the community of faith gathers, 

welcoming one another and praying for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world. 
 

We invite you to use the prelude time to prepare your heart and mind for worship. 
 

 

 Priere a Notre Dame 
  L. Boellmann 

   

 

 

Psalm 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.  

One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to 

another.   

Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,   

 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of 

the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun.   

The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD 

is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.   

 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the command-

ments of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.   

The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are 

true and righteous altogether.   

 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.   

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit  

 As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever.  Amen 

 

  Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways  
ELW #772 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

 

 Throughout this season we embrace the discipline of Lent including self-

examination and repentance.  Therefore, let us come before God with open 

hearts. 
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Kyrie 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sing to 

the music above. 
 

Confession 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Please sing to 

the music above. 
 

 

Words of 

Absolution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Christe, christe eleison 

Christe, christe eleison 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Kyrie, kyrie eleison 

Kyrie, kyrie eleison 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the 

name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the 

Day 
 

 
 

 
 

Dismissal 

Song 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exodus 20:10-17 

After escaping 

from slavery, the 

Israelites come to 

Mount Sinai, 

where God 

teaches them how 

to live in 

community. The 

ten command-

ments proclaim 

that God alone is 

worthy of worship. 

Flowing from 

God, the life of the 

community 

P: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us 

the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.   

 

 Word  
 

The Word of God comes alive for the gathered community  

As God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached. 

 

Children’s Message 

 
First Reading 
1God spoke all these words:  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.  
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 

thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.  7You 

shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it 

holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a 

sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 



 5 

flourishes when 

based on honesty, 

trust, fidelity, and 

respect for life, 

family, and 

property. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Corinthians 

1:18-25 

The word of the 

cross is pure 

foolishness and 

nonsense to the 

world because it 

claims that God is 

mostly revealed in 

weakness, 

humiliation, and 

death. But through 

such divine 

foolishness and 

weakness, God is 

working to save 

us. 
 

 

 

Please stand as 

you are able. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

John 2:13-22 

Jesus attacks the 

commercialization 

towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 

consecrated it.  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 

  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 

  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  “I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  20Where is 

the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser 

than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Lenten Verse 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 

he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at 
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of religion by 

driving merchants 

out of the temple. 

When challenged, 

he responds 

mysteriously, with 

the first prediction 

of his own death 

and resurrection.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ 

Creed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 
 
 

Hymn of the 

Day 
Please stand as 

you are able. 

 

their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 

the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these 

things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews 

then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered 

them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then 

said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise 

it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was 

raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

P: The Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sermon 
Following the sermon, we will take a moment of silence to reflect on today’s gospel message. 

 

Be Thou My Vision 
ELW #793 
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Prayers of the Church 
P: Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: We pray for the church. Lead us faithfully in the way of the cross. Unite 

us as one body in Christ. Empower us with courage to speak out against 

injustice...  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, God of abundant grace, we commend all for whom we 

 pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

Greeting of Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

After the greeting, please share a word of peace with your neighbors. 
 

 Offering  
 

Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of 

time, talent and treasure of our friends and members.  In order to fulfill our 

mission and ministry, we need to receive approximately $6,000 in offerings each 

week.  We thank you for your support and partnership in the proclamation of the 

good news. 

Holy God 

Susan Briehl and Robert Buckley Farlee 

 

Holy God, holy and glorious, glory most sublime, 

you come as one among us into human time, 

and we behold your glory. 

Holy God, holy and powerful, power without peer, 

you bend to us in weakness; emptied you draw near, 

and we behold your power. 

Holy God, holy and beautiful, beauty unsurpassed, 

you are despised, rejected; scorned, you hold us fast, 

and we behold your beauty. 

Holy God, holy and only wise, wisdom of great price, 

you choose the way of folly: God the crucified, 

and we behold your wisdom. 

Holy God, holy and living one, life that never ends, 

you show your love by dying, dying for your friends, 

and we behold you living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering 
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Print Thine Image Pure and Holy 

 

 

A: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the 

offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know 

the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 Meal  
We lift our hearts with praise and thanksgiving as the table is set,  

and we receive the bread and wine—the humble meal through which we are fed 

by the presence of Jesus the Christ and united as the body of Christ in the world. 

Offertory 
Please stand as 

you are able. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Offertory 

Prayer 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn… 

 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Come to me all who are tired and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

The table is ready.  All are welcome. 

Please be seated 
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 Near the Cross 
  arr. by Fanny Crosby and Lloyd Larson 

Distribution 
Throughout the winter season we will be celebrating Holy Communion with 

individual cups.  Both wine and white grape juice are available. The cups may be 

placed into the empty trays. At Lake of the Isles, we practice open communion.  

All who hunger for the presence of Christ in their life are welcome at this table. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 A: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us 

in our Lenten pilgrimage:  may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, 

a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 SENDING  
We receive the blessing of God and leave in peace, 

Sent out to live the way of Jesus for the sake of the world God loves. 
 

God of Grace and God of Glory 
  ELW #705 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen.  

Lamb of 

God 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Communion
Music 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Please stand 

as you are 

able. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sending 
Hymn 
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Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace.  Live in love, as Christ loved us. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude Cwm Rhondda 

   P. Manz 
Bulletin liturgy and hymnody reprinted under CCLI license #1821244 and or OneLicense.net #A-704053 

  

 WELCOME 
 

We thank you for celebrating the love of Jesus Christ with us this week, and we invite you back  
again—for prayer and worship and to any of the events our congregation has scheduled.  We  
hope the message of God’s grace will guide and strengthen you as you grow in love and faith in  
your daily life.    
 

YOUR WORSHIP  Pastor Rev. Rob Ruff 
LEADERS TODAY Organist Kenneth Vigne 
 Choir Director Dawn Allan 
 Special Music Melinda and Jared Hoke 
 Worship Assistant Mark Waldeland 
 Ushers Ross Bartels and Brenda Weigel 
 Altar Servers Ruth Lee and Ellie Holmquist 
 Reader Mary Sabatke 
 Communion Servers Mary Sabatke, Debra Gilroy, 
  and Denise Wilkens 
 Coffee Hosts Andrea and Casey Christy 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS President Marty Carlson 
 Vice President Ross Formell 
 Treasurer Ross Bartels 
 

STAFF Children’s Ministry Director Diane LaMere 
 Custodian Dane Peterson 
 Office Manager Linda Nelson 
 Nursery Attendant Sheridan Swee 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 4 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion and Sunday School 

    Sanctuary 

 10:40 am Coffee Hour Sanctuary 

 2:00 pm A. Janse Student Recital Sanctuary 

MONDAY, MARCH 5 7:00 pm AA Fellowship Hall 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6 5:15 pm SA Support Group Christy Room 

 7:00 pm AA Spiritual Recovery Group Christy Room 

 7:00 pm Men’s AA Group Sunday School Rooms 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 10:00 am NO Bible Study Christy Room 

 12:00 pm NO Staff Meeting Christy Room 

 5:45 pm Soup Supper Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 7:30 pm Confirmation Christy Room 

 7:45 pm Choir Rehearsal Fellowship Hall 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 8 12:00 pm Al-Anon Fellowship Hall 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion and Sunday School 

   Sanctuary 

 10:40 am Coffee Hour Fellowship Hall 

 3:00 pm Caritas Concert and Reception Sanctuary 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please keep the 

following friends & 

members of our 

community of faith in 

your prayers of 

thanksgiving or for comfort, peace, and healing:   

Marlene Wilson, Shirley Carlson, LOTI 

members; Molly Boylan; the family of Margaret 

Schuldt; John Slama, son-in-law of Ellie 

Holmquist; Judy Bigelow; Sam Pederson, 

nephew of Jenny Cook; Lynn Williamson, family 

of Bruce and Carol Kuehn. 

_________________________________________ 

 

Loved Ones In The Military 

Please keep all the members 

and families of the military in 

your prayers of  

thanksgiving and protection. 

 
 

STAFFED NURSERY AVAILABLE 

Children are always welcome in worship, however, if 

the need arises, the Christy Room is staffed with a 

Nursery Attendant for your child.  The Christy Room 

is located to the left of the sanctuary through the side 

door at the front of the church and across from the 

church office.  There is an alternate route to take from 

the narthex—follow the signs.  If you need assistance, 

please ask one of the ushers to help you.  There is a 

baby changing table available in the unisex restroom 

between the pastor’s office and the sacristy. 

___________________________________________ 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Beryl Waldeland 3/8 Pat Nortwen 3/6 

Debra Gilroy 3/9 Lee Wilson 3/9 

Jill Gruys 3/10  

_______________________________________ 

SIGN-UP SHEETS FOR 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 
We are serving soup and bread suppers before the 

Wednesday evening Holden Evening Prayer Service.  

We still need a volunteer family or individual to 

heat the soup, serve it and clean-up afterwards for 

Wednesday, March 14th.  Sign-up sheets are in 

Fellowship Hall or contact the church office and let 

Linda know if you can help out and answer any 

questions you might have.   

____________________________________________ 

EASTER FLOWER ORDERS 
Order forms for Easter flowers are in your bulletin 

today.  We have to place our final order by March 

13.  Please be sure to get your order in soon.  

___________________________________________ 

CAMP SUNDAY, MARCH 4 
It is time to start thinking about summer camp!   Joel 

Legred, Executive Director of Luther Park in Danbury, 

WI is here today at LOTI  to share the fun summer 

plans for our youth Grades 1-12.  
 

He will be available after worship in Fellowship Hall 

to answer any questions you have. 

____________________________________________ 

CARITAS VOCAL ENSEMBLE CONCERT 

FUNDRAISER FOR 

OUR SAVIOURS HOUSING 

MARCH 11 AT 3:00 P.M. 
Caritas Vocal Ensemble is a non-profit group of choral 

singers with a mission.  Caritas performed its first 

season in spring 2002 with the express purpose of 

raising money and awareness for people in need.  

Eighty-five percent of the proceeds from the group’s 

concerts are given to other non-profits to help fund 

their provision of basic human services.  Since its 

inception, the group has raised over $150,000 for 

diverse, local charitable organizations.  The offering is 

free will and proceeds from today’s concert will go to 

Our Saviours’ Housing. 

____________________________________________ 

“WORKING” SERIES 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18 
“Working” is the theme of an ongoing speaker series in 

which people talk about what they do all day and how 

they feel about what they do. Many people within our 

congregation are engaged in fascinating work, and this 

series gives us an opportunity to learn more about what 

they do. (continued on page 13) 
 

The next segment of the series will be Sunday, March 

18th featuring Jennifer Lundblad.  Jennifer is President 

and CEO of Stratis Health, a non-profit health care 

quality improvement organization. Her entire career 

has been in non-profit management, in both education 

and health care.  She also has extensive experience as a 

non-profit leader and volunteer, serving on nonprofit 

boards of directors (including as LOTI's representative 

to the Neighborhood Involvement Program board) and 

as a volunteer adult literacy tutor and a volunteer Big 

Sister.  Last summer, Jennifer traveled to Uganda as 

part of a humanitarian team with American Refugee 

Committee, a Minneapolis-based non-profit which 

provides services in refugee settlements around the 

world.  She has an MBA in public and non-profit 

management, and a PhD in organization development.   
 

Jennifer’s talk will take place after a brief coffee break 

following the Sunday morning service. Those who are 

interested will be invited to take their coffee/tea into 

the Christy Room for about 45 minutes. The first 15-20 

minutes will be an informal talk by Jennifer, leaving 

the remaining time for questions from those in 

attendance. 

____________________________________________ 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 
Remember to “spring” ahead one hour next Sunday 

morning at 2:00 a.m. 

___________________________________________ 

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION 
1

st
 Communion preparation with Pastor Haug will be 

held on Sunday, March 18 after worship and then on 

Thursday, March 29.  Both gatherings are attended by 

parent and child and is offered to children 2
nd

 grade 

(and older) and new families.  Celebration of First 

Communion will be on Easter Sunday, April 1.  If you 

would like to sign your child up for this two week 

preparation, please contact the church office. 

______________________________________ 

EXTENDED CALENDAR Of LOTI 

CHURCH SERVICES & EVENTS 

 

 
 

March 4 
Camp Sunday with Luther Park 

(after worship in Fellowship Hall) 
 

March 7, 14 & 21 

Soup Supper at 5:45 p.m. 

Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00 p.m. 
 

March 11 
Caritas Concert and Reception 

3:00 p.m. 
 

March 18 

Scandinavian Smorgasbord 

12:00 Noon 

Speaker Series 

11:00 a.m. – Christy Room 

First Communion Class 1 

11:00 a.m. - Library 
 

March 25 
Palm SundayService 

Pancake Breakfast at 10:45 a.m. 

Egg Hunt at the parsonage 
 

March 29 
Maundy Thursday Seder Meal 

6:00 p.m. and 

First Communion Class 2 
 

March 30 
Good Friday Service 

7:00 p.m. 
 

March 31 

Easter Vigil 

8:30 p.m. 
 

April 1 

Easter Sunday 

Services at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

God’s Help, Our Hands 

2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

 612 377-5095  

Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

churchoffice@loti.org  pastor@loti.org 

Visit our website at:  www.loti.org 

Like us on Facebook:  Lake of the Isles  

Lutheran Church 

Follow us on Twitter:  @LOTICHURCH 

1936-2017 
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