
Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church

 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 4, 2020

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image 
of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard 

also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine 

and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
October 4th is also commemorated as the feast day for Francis of Assisi,  

the Renewer of the Church, died 1226. 

For the Beauty of the Earth
F. S. Pierpoint/John Rutter

Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship
Please stand as  

you are able.

Psalm 19
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
	 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
	 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of 	
	 the world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom from 
his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
	 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; 	
	 and nothing is hid from its heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; he decrees of the Lord are sure 
making wise the simple;
	 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to 	
	 you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
	 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
	 As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen

 Gathering 
Following the call of God’s Spirit, the community of faith gathers, welcoming one 

another, and praying for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world.  
We invite you to use the prelude time to prepare your heart and mind for worship.
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Apostolic Greeting P:	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 		
	 the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:	 And also with you.

Prayer of the Day Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your mer-
ciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

  Word  
The Word of God comes alive for the gathered community  

As God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.

Gathering Hymn All Creatures, Worship God Most High!
ELW # 835

Please be seated. Children’s Message



Reading
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a per-
secutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever 
gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becom-
ing like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
R:	 Word of God, Word of Life.
C:	 Thanks be to God.

Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some 

of his supposed 
credentials, which 

no longer have any 
bearing in compar-

ison to them right 
relationship he has been 
given through the death 

of Christ. The power 
of Christ’s resurrection 
motivates him to press 
on toward the ultimate 
goal, eternal life with 

Christ.

Dismissal Song God of the Sparrow
Jaroslav Vajda/ Carl Schalk

God of the sparrow, God of the whale, God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe? How does the creature say Praise?
God of the earthquake, God of the storm, God of the trumpet blast
How does the creature cry Woe? How does the creature cry Save?

God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of the empty grave
How does the creature say Grace? How does the creature say Thanks?

God of the hungry, God of the sick, God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care? How does the creature say Life?
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Please stand  
as you are able.

Gospel
P:	 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.
C:	 Glory to you, O Lord.
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Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus tells a parable 

to the religious 
leaders who are 

plotting his death, 
revealing that their 

plans will, ironically, 
bring about the 

fulfillment of scripture.

Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-
tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest 
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the 
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again 
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him 
and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 
time.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it 
is amazing in our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The 
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.” 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
P:	 The Gospel of our Lord.
C:	 Praise to you, O Christ.

The Apostle’s Creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
	 he descended to the dead.* 
	 On the third day he rose again; 
	 he ascended into heaven, 
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

SermonPlease be seated.
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Prayers of the Church
P:	 With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 	
	 and all those in need.
A brief silence.
A:	 Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the 	
	 church… Lord, in your mercy,      
C:	 hear our prayer.
P:	 Into your hands, God of abundant grace, we commend all of whom we pray, 		
	 trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C:  Amen

Please stand  
as you are able.

Hymn of the Day Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth
ELW #727
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 Offering  
Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, 
talent and treasure of our friends and members. In order to fulfill our mission and 

ministry, we need to receive approximately $6,000 in offerings each week. We thank 
you for your support and partnership in the proclamation of the good news

Greeting of Peace
P:	 The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:	 And also with you.
After the greeting, please share a word of peace with those around you.

Please be seated. Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
Prayer of St. Francis, 1182-1226

Sebastian Temple and Mark Hayes
Make me a channel of Your peace

Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord

And where there’s doubt, true faith in You
Make me a channel of Your peace

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope
Where there is darkness, only light
And where there’s sadness, ever joy

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console

To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul

Make me a channel of Your peace
It is pardoning that we are pardoned
In giving to all men that we receive

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life
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Give ThanksOffertory
Please stand  

as you are able.

 Meal 
We lift our hearts with praise and thanksgiving as the table is set,  

and we receive the bread and wine—the humble meal through which we are fed by 
the presence of Jesus the Christ and united as the body of Christ in the world.

Offertory Prayer A:	 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these 		
	 gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish 		
	 us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of 		
	 a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	 Amen.  
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Great Thanksgiving
P:	 The Lord be with you.	
C:	 And also with you.
P:	 Lift up your hearts.	
C:	 We lift them to the Lord.
P:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:	 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 		
	 unending hymn…

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer 
C:	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 		
	 will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. For		
	 give us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 		
	 the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 		
	 and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
P:	 Come to me all who are tired and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. The 		
	 table is ready. All are welcome.

Post-Communion Blessing
P:	 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 		
his grace.
C:	 Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
A:	 Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us 		
	 with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may 		
	 testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our 		
	 Savior and Lord.
C:	 Amen.

 Sending 
We receive the blessing of God and leave in peace,

Sent out to live the way of Jesus for the sake of the world God loves.



10

You are free to leave during the Postlude or remain to enjoy the offering of music and praise.
Bulletin liturgy and hymnody reprinted under CCLI license #1821244 and or 

OneLicense.net #A-704053

Benediction
P:	 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
	 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
	 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C:	 Amen. 

Dismissal
P:	 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C:	 Thanks be to God.

Postlude	    The Heart of Peace
Mons Leidvin Takle b. 1942

Sending HymnGod, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
ELW #771

Announcements Please be seated.
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Welcome

We thank you for celebrating the love of Jesus Christ with us this week, and we invite you back again — 
for prayer and worship and to any of the events our congregation has scheduled.   

We hope the message of God’s grace will guide and strengthen you as you grow in love and faith in your daily life.   

	 Your Worship Leaders Today	 Pastor................................Rev. Dr. Arden D. Haug
		  Organist........................................ Dr. Kris Rizzotto
		  Reader............................................... Mary Sabatke
		  Worship Assistant...................................Steve Hoyt			 
		  Soloist................................................ Debra Gilroy
		  Ushers................Linda Nelson & David Ackerman
	 Church Officers	 President............................................Chanda Olson
		  Vice President................................... Jennifer Cook
		  Treasurer............................................. Ross Bartels
		  Secretary.................................................Jon Sprain
	 Staff	 Director of Music......................... Dr. Kris Rizzotto
		  Children’s Ministry Director............ Diane LaMere
		  Seminarian................................................Al Aakre
		  Office Manager..................................Linda Nelson
		  Design & Communication....... Michelle McCreery
		  Caretakers.................... Sarah and Trevor Skorburg
		  Custodian..................................... Fernando Fierros

	 Sunday, October 4	 9:30 am	 Worship with Holy Communion.........................Sanctuary
		  10:45 am	 In-Person & Online Coffee Hour.........Church Patio/Zoom
		  10:45 am	 Blessing of the Animals...................................Church Patio
	 Monday, October 5	 7:00 pm	 AA......................................................Patio/Fellowship Hall
	 Tuesday, October 6	 9:15 am	 Prayer Ministry..........................................................Zoom
		  7:00 pm	 Men’s AA Group................................Patio/Fellowship Hall
	 Wednesday, October 7	 10:00 am	 Bible Study.................................................................Zoom
		  12:00 pm	 Staff Meeting..............................................................Zoom
		  4:00 pm	 Confirmation.....................................Patio/Fellowship Hall
	 Thursday, October 8	 6:30  pm	 Growlers & Theology....................................... Church Patio
		  7:00 pm	 Men’s AA.............................................................SS Rooms
	 Sunday, October 11	 9:30 am	 Worship with Holy Communion ........................Sanctuary
		  10:45 am	 In-Person & Online Coffee Hour.........Church Patio/Zoom

Calendar
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Announcements

	
	 Loved Ones In The Military
	 Please keep all the members 
	 and families of the military 
	 in your prayers of 
	 thanksgiving and protection.

Prayer List
Please keep the following 
friends & members of our  
community of faith in your 
prayers of thanksgiving or for 
comfort, peace, and healing:
Bruce Kuehn, Jim Jodie, cousin of Carolyn Hag-
ford; Sam Pederson, nephew of Jennifer Cook; Jim 
Peterson, brother-in-law of Rick and Suzanne Pe-
pin; Bruce Payne and Mike Payne, cousins of Mi-
chelle McCreery; Mary McCarthy, friend of Nancy 
McCutcheon; Lynn Williamson, family of Bruce 
and Carol Kuehn; Heluza Ramos, grandmother 
of Rebecca Morell, Deb Benson, mother of Kayla 
Hoel; Trevor Daniel, prayer request by Cheri Moe, 
Peggy Wagner, friend of the congregation, the Ma-
hon Family, sister of Kay Christianson, the John 
Hanson family.

Cindy Huttner 10.5   Brenda Weigel 10.6 
Peyton Berkland 10.10

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Pastor Haug leads a virtual Bible study by Zoom for 
the regular 10:00 am Wednesday morning Bible 
study group.  If you would like to participate, please 
contact Pastor Haug. He will send you an invitation 
and a link to the group meeting.

Follow us:

God’s Help, Our Hands
2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway

Minneapolis, MN 55405
 612 377-5095 

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday  9:00 to 12:00 p.m.
churchoffice@loti.org  pastor@loti.org  loti.org

1936-2020

Returning to In-Person Worship
Members are invited to attend following the 
September 2020 In-Person Worship Protocol.

Virtual Coffee Hour
If you are interested in participating in a virtual  
coffee hour after Worship on Sundays, contact  
Michelle McCreery.

Blessing of the Animals 
All are welcome to join us after 
worship at 10:30 on October 4 
for the annual blessing of the 
animals. You can bring live and/
or your huggable favorite plush 
animal. We’ve added a service 
project to support the Animal 
Humane Society this year. If 
your family is interested in mak-

ing some easy projects at home to bring to the event, 
contact Diane LaMere for details and supplies.

Women’s Bible Study
Our next sessions will be  
online via Zoom, on 
October 15th at 7:00pm. 
Contact Deb Gilroy if you  
would like to be added to our 
participant list. 

Growlers & Theology
The next gathering will be 
Thursday, October 8th 
at 6:30pm 
on the Church Patio.
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