
Lake of the IsLes Lutheran ChurCh

 First Sunday of Christmas 
December 27, 2020

Carol of the Bells 
arr. Danny Wright

Prelude

Call to Worship
Please stand as  

you are able.

Psalm 148
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.

Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
Praise the LORD from the earth, sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the world; young men and maidens, old and
young together.

Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splen-
dor is over earth and heaven.

The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen 

 Gathering 
Following the call of God’s Spirit, the community of faith gathers,welcoming one 

another and praying for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world. 
We invite you to use the prelude time to prepare your heart and mind for worship.

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures 
and all humanity, to praise God. Every Jewish boy was circumcised and formally 

named on the eighth day of the his life. Already in his childhood,  
Jesus bears the mark of the covenant. healing of the world.

Welcome 
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Apostolic Greeting P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of   
  the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

Kyrie

Gathering Hymn Angels, from the Realms of Glory
ELW #275
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  Word  
The Word of God comes alive for the gathered community  

As God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.Please be seated.

Prayer of the Day P: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and   
 yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life  
 of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our   
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. Amen.

Gloria All Glory Be To God on High
Please sing verse 1
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   10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
   my whole being shall exult in my God;
   for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
   as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
   11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
   so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
   to spring up before all the nations.
   62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
   until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
   and her salvation like a burning torch.
   2The nations shall see your vindication,
   and all the kings your glory;
   and you shall be called by a new name
   that the mouth of the Lord will give.
   3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
 P: Word of God, Word of Life.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Lesson
Isaiah 61:10–62:3

To the people who 
returned to Jerusa-

lem after the exile, the 
prophet proclaims that 

God’s salvation will 
fully come to pass.

Christmas Gradual
Please stand  

as you are able.

Savior of the Nations Come

Away in a manger, No crib for his bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay;

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to say
Close by me forever and love me, I pray;

Bless all the dear children in your tender care
And fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Dismissal Song

Children’s Message
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 	 was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostle’s Creed 

Sermon
Please be seated. Following the sermon, we will take a moment of silence to reflect on today’s gospel message.

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel
Please stand 

as you are able 

Luke 2: 15-21
St. Luke quickly moves 
from the story of Jesus’ 

birth to his naming 
ceremony 8 days later.

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.
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 P: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the   
  world, and all who are in need.
  (A brief silence.)
A:  Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across   
  nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our   
  proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. …Lord in your mercy,
C:  hear our prayer.
 P: Into your hands, God of abundant grace, we commend all of whom we pray,   
  trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C:  Amen

Prayers of the Church

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  And also with you.
 After the greeting, please share a word of peace with those around you.

Greeting of Peace

Hymn of the Day 
Please stand  

as you are able.

All My Heart Again Rejoices
ELW #273
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 Offering  
Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, 
talent and treasure of our friends and members. In order to fulfill our mission and 

ministry, we need to receive approximately $6,000 in offerings each week. We thank 
you for your support and partnership in the proclamation of the good news.

Offertory Prayer A:  Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the  
  earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth   
  we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C:  Amen. 

The Holly and the Ivy
Setting by Richard Shephard

The holly and the ivy, now both are full well grown,
Of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown.
Refrain: Oh, the rising of the sun and the running of the deer,

The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir.
The holly bears a blossom as white as lily flower,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet saviour. Refrain
The holly bears a berry as red as any blood,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners good. Refrain
The holly bears a bark as bitter as any gall,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all. Refrain

Offertory

Create In Me a Clean Heart

Please be seated.

Please stand  
as you are able.
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 P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.
 P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.
 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their   
  unending hymn…

Great Thanksgiving

Words of Institution

 Meal 
We lift our hearts with praise and thanksgiving as the table is set, 

and we receive the bread and wine—the humble meal through which we are fed by 
the presence of Jesus the Christ and united as the body of Christ in the world.
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P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in   
  His grace.
C:  Amen.

Post-Communion 
Blessing

A:  We give you thanks, gracious God,that you have once again fed us from your   
  very self with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth  
  to proclaim your promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our  
  Savior.
C:  Amen.

Post-Communion 
Prayer

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God

 P: Come to me all who are tired and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. The   
  table is ready. All are welcome.

Invitation to 
Communion

Please be seated.

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom   
  come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our   
  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
  against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For   
  thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    
  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 
During the season of 

Advent and Christmas, 
we will use the 

traditional words for 
the Lord’s Prayer.



Announcements

You are free to leave during the Postlude or remain to enjoy the offering of music and praise.
Bulletin liturgy and hymnody reprinted under CCLI license #1821244 and or 

OneLicense.net #A-704053

Noël X. Quand Dieu naquit à Noël (When God was born on Christmas) 
  Louis-Claude D’Aquin (1694-1772)

Postlude

 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen. 

Benediction

 P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

 Sending 
We receive the blessing of God and leave in peace,

Sent out to live the way of Jesus for the sake of the world God loves.

Please be seated.

Cold December Flies Away
LBW #299

Sending Hymn
Please stand  

as you are able
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WeLCome
We thank you for celebrating the love of Jesus Christ with us this week, and we invite you back again — 

for prayer and worship and to any of the events our congregation has scheduled.   
We hope the message of God’s grace will guide and strengthen you as you grow in love and faith in your daily life.   
 Your Worship Leaders TodaY Preacher ............................Rev. Dr. Arden D. Haug
   Organist ........................................ Dr. Kris Rizzoto
  Worship Assistant ..................................Steve Hoyt
  Reader ............................................Pierre LaMaere   
  Usher .................................................Linda Nelson
 ChurCh offiCers President ...........................................Chanda Olson
  Vice President .................................. Jennifer Cook
  Treasurer ............................................ Ross Bartels
  Secretary ................................................Jon Sprain
 sTaff Pastor................................Rev. Dr. Arden D. Haug
  Director of Music ........................ Dr. Kris Rizzotto
  Children’s Ministry Director ........... Diane LaMere
  Seminarian ...............................................Al Aakre
	 	 Office	Manager .................................Linda Nelson
  Design & Communication ...... Michelle McCreery
  Caretakers ................... Sarah and Trevor Skorburg
  Custodian .................................... Fernando Fierros

 sundaY, deCember 27 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion ......................Sanctuary
 Monday, deceMber 28 7:00 pM AA .....................................................Patio/Fellowship Hall
 Tuesday, deceMber 29 9:15 aM Prayer Ministry .........................................................Zoom
  7:00 pM Men’s AA Group ............................. Sunday School Rooms
 Wednesday, deceMber 30 10:00 aM Bible Study ................................................................Zoom
  12:00 pM Staff Meeting .............................................................Zoom
  4:00 pM Confirmation ................................................ Christy Room
 fridaY, JanuarY 1  New Year’s Day Church Closed
  6:00 pM Our Saviour’s Shelter Meal
 sundaY, JanuarY 3 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion ......................Sanctuary
   Epiphany

CaLendar

Scan to Give

Follow us:

Visit us:

http:// www.facebook.com/LOTIChurch/ 
http://www.twitter.com/LOTIChurch
http://www.instagram.com/lotichurch/
http://www.youtube.com/LakeoftheIslesLutheranChurch
http://www.loti.org


announCements

 
 Loved Ones In The Military
 Please keep all the members 
 and families of the military 
 in your prayers of thanksgiving
 and protection.

Prayer List
Please keep the following 
friends & members of our  
community of faith in your 
prayers of thanksgiving or for 
comfort, peace, and healing:
Brian Krinke, son of Jean Krinke, Duane Behrens,  
father of Diane LaMere, Jim Jodie, cousin of Carolyn 
Hagford; Sam Pederson, nephew of Jennifer Cook; Jim 
Peterson, brother-in-law of Rick and Suzanne Pepin; 
Bruce Payne & Mike Payne, cousins of Michelle 
McCreery; Heluza Ramos, grandmother of Rebecca 
Morell, Deb Benson, mother of Kayla Hoel; Trevor 
Daniel, prayer request by Cheri Moe; Peggy Wagner, 
friend of the congregation; Heidi Chadwick, sister of 
Cindy Huttner.

Our Saviour’s Housing Meals in 2021
For many years, Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church 
has	 provided	 a	 meal	 for	 40	 on	 the	 first	 Friday	
of every month. Due to COVID 19 restrictions, 
our monthly meals are provided by donation via 
check, money order, or online. The shelter orders 
and serves the meal. Suggested donation is $250. 
Thrivent members may apply for a Thrivent Action 
grant which will cover the cost of the meal, and often 
much needed supplies, in addition. 

Thank you to everyone who has provided a meal 
for the shelter in 2020!  

Dave & Mary Goplen have reserved JAN 1, 2021 
Please consider providing on…

MAY 1 SEP 3
FEB 5 JUN 4 OCT 1
MAR 5 JUL 2 NOV 5
APR 2 AUG 6 DEC 3

Check your calendars and choose your month. 
Reserve by contacting Cheri Moe at 952-431-5226 or 
moeclana@aol.com. 

~~HHaappppyy  BBiirrttHHddaayy!~ !~ 
Jorgen Olson 12/28 Mary Flynn 12/28

Lauren Huffman 1/28 Remi Pizarro 12/29
Jon Zachman 12/29 Chris Hovda 12/30

Pauline Haug 12/30 Allyson Sprain 12/30
Cody Rustad 1/1

The Gift of Generosity
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has sup-
ported LOTI this past year with their time, talent and 
financial	 contributions	 and	 look	 forward	 to	 support	
from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need 
a convenient way to make regular offerings or if you 
plan to make an additional gift before the end of the 
year, we encourage you to look into our electronic giv-
ing options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially 
around	the	holidays,	you	may	find	electronic	giving	a	
most welcome way to make contributions. Contact the 
church	office	for	more	information.
End of the year gifts to LOTI must be received by 
Thursday, December 31st.

2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55405
 612 377-5095 

 churchoffice@loti.org  pastor@loti.org 
 loti.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday  9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Friday  9:00 to 12:00 PM

1936-2020
God’s Help, Our Hands

Poinsettias
Pointsettias are available for 
pickup when the church is open. 
Please call ahead to make sure 
we’re in. Paper wrappers are 
in the Christy Room to protect 
your plant during  transport.

mailto: moeclana@aol.com
mailto: moeclana@aol.com
mailto:churchoffice%40loti.org?subject=
mailto:pastor%40loti.org?subject=
http:// loti.org
http://loti.org

